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Linus is holding a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. He 
says, "Lucy, look at these hands. Great hands. Wonderful 
hands. Hands that will build bridges. Heal bodies. Hit 
home runs. Hands that will do great things". Lucy says, 
"Linus, your hands have jelly on them!"  
 
We all have jelly on our hands. We all are flawed. Deeply 
flawed. Even Mother Teresa, the Albanian Roman 
Catholic nun who ministered to the poorest of the poor 
on the streets of Calcutta, is supposed to have said, "I 
know there is a little Hitler inside of me". Even though 
this woman did so much good, she honestly recognized 
that she was capable of great evil.  
 
"Sin" is the word the Bible uses to speak honestly about 
the human predicament. Sin is deeper than breaking 
God's laws. Sin is "self" in the center of the universe. 
Little s, capital I, little n. Sin corrupts and twists us. W.E. 
Sangster said, "....it belongs to the nature of sin to blind 
as it grows; the more you have of it, the less you see of 
it". The most sinful creature of all, Satan, thinks he 
doesn't sin at all.  
 
The prophet Isaiah wrote in about 750 BC, "All we l ike 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all" (Isaiah 53:6). Someone had to come and save us 
humans from both the power and the penalty of our sin. 
We were trapped and could not escape. That Someone is 
Jesus Christ. "But God shows his love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
That is good news indeed for sinners!  
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