
      

The Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans
The 20th Celebration of Our 

Scottish Presbyterian Heritage

March 10, 2019
First Presbyterian Church  •  Greenwood, Mississippi

CALENDAR

Sunday, March 10, 2019
   9:30 a.m. Kirkin’ Lecture, Church Parlor 
 10:15 a.m. Lyon College Pipes & Drums / Main Street
 11:00 a.m. Kirkin’ Worship Service / Procession
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10:00 a.m.  Liturgy
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  Each Wednesday at 12:00 p.m., during Lent.
  The host church this year is Greater Harvest  
  Church, 3801 Highway 49S. Bring your own
                 lunch; beverages and desserts will be provided.  
  6:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
  NO Youth Bible Study

Thursday, March 14, 2019
Depart for Mission Trip to Atlanta, Georgia
5:30 p.m. Administrative Committee
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   6:45 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study
  

LEADERS IN WORSHIP

Pastor ........................................................ Dr. Rusty Douglas
Guest Preacher .................................... Dr. Richard Gibbons
Liturgists ....................................................Dr. Rusty Douglas
                                                              Rev. Steve Fortenberry
                                                                           Alan Galbraith
Director of Music ...................................... Rev. Ray Smithee
Children’s Sermon ............................... Dr. Richard Gibbons
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                                                       Tom Gary, Jr., Laura Oakes
Children’s Church ........................... Lindsay and Zach Luke
Nursery ............................................... Infants to 2-year-olds
Hospital Visitation ............... (March) Elder Richard Oakes
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A Brief History of Clan Pillow
 

The Westminster Confession of Faith is the best-known Reformed creed among Presbyterians. For 
300 years it served as the primary doctrinal statement for English-speaking Presbyterians. In 1643, the 
English Parliament called an assembly to convene in Westminster Abbey to restructure the Church of 
England. They wanted to make the church more Presbyterian in its government and more reformed 
in its theology. Composed of 121 Puritan ministers, 30 lay members of Parliament and six Scottish 
advisors, this group was known as the Westminster Assembly of Divines.  

One of the Scottish commissioners to this Assembly–and also the youngest–was the Rev. George 
Gillespie (1613-1648). Reese Pillow, an elder of First Presbyterian, Greenwood, is a 12th generation 
descendant, related to Rev. Gillespie through his father’s mother, Lucile Gillespie Pillow. Rev. Gillespie 
studied at the University of St. Andrews, and after being ordained in 1638, he served a church near 

there before being moved to Edinburgh in 1642. He won a golden reputation for his learning, his zeal, his sound judgement and his 
powers of debate.  He took his final leave of the Westminster Assembly on July 10, 1647, and presented the Confession to the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, obtaining ratification. Rev. Gillespie was elected Moderator of the Church of Scotland on July 
12, 1648. He later served as minister of the St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, John Knox’s church.  

William Reese Pillow (1842-1889) was born in 
Columbia, Tennessee. He served as a corporal in 
Company E, 48th Tennessee Regiment of Infantry for 
the Confederacy and was wounded in 1864.  After the 
war, he moved to Greenwood, Mississippi, and married 
Elizabeth Scales (1849-1924) in 1868. The couple had 
ten children–including Robert Leslie Pillow and Walter 
Reese Pillow (Sr.). William Reese Pillow served as the 
first elected Sheriff of Leflore County, and he farmed 
what is known as Elmwood Plantation. The stained-
glass windows in the FPC Sanctuary memorialize 
William Reese Pillow and Elizabeth Pillow Scales, and 
the Memorial Organ Chimes are named for Elizabeth 
Scales Pillow.

William Reese Pillow is the grandfather of Dale Pillow 
and the great-grandfather of Reese Pillow. Dale’s 
father, George, is a brother to Reese’s grandfather, 
Walter Reese Pillow, Jr., making Dale and Reese 
second cousins. 

The surname Pillow was first found in Lincolnshire, where they held a family seat as Lords of the Manor. After the Battle of Hastings 
in 1066, where William, Duke of Normandy, after prevailing over King Harold, granted most of Britain to his many victorious 
Barons. They adopted the Norman system of surnames, which identified the under-tenant with his holdings to distinguish him 
from the senior stem of the family. After many rebellious wars between his Barons, King William commissioned a census in 1085 
of all England to determine, settling once and for all, who held which land. It would also provide him the information of the land’s 
worth and how much was owed to him as King in tax, rents, and military service. The census became know as the Domesday Book, 
indicating that those holders registered would hold the land until the end of time. Hence, conjecturally, the surname is descended 
from a tenant of lands in Lincolnshire recorded in the Domesday Book. The name was firstly noble house of Pilotte of Chantrans 
in Bourgoyne.

Welcome
Welcome to Our Special Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans Service in celebration of our Scottish Presbyterian heritage!  We hope you will 
be made to feel welcome here and that you will find this service helpful to you in your Christian life. If you are a visitor please 
know that we are glad for your presence here. 

Announcements
We welcome to the pulpit today the Rev. Dr. Richard Gibbons. Since September 1, 2007, Dr. 
Gibbons, a native of Scotland, has been the senior pastor of First Presbyterian Church (ECO) of 
Greenville, South Carolina. One of the largest churches in the state, it has 3,500 active members, 60 
staff members, and six pastors. In addition to providing a 21st-century leadership focus at the heart 
of the city, Dr. Gibbons’ main focus is serving as the primary preacher and leader of the pastoral 
staff, bringing spiritual insight, purpose, and direction to the officers, staff, and congregation of the 
church and for many in the Greenville community through his popular Sunday morning television 
broadcast. First Presbyterian Church, Greenville is an active and thriving congregation dedicated to 
serving those in need locally, nationally, and internationally.

Dr. Gibbons holds joint honors in Ecclesiastical History and Systematic Theology from the University of Glasgow and a Doctor 
of Ministry Degree from Highland Theological College. He has also served as the Chair of the ECO Theological Task Force, and 
last summer was privileged to be Chaplain of the Day for the United States Senate. He and his wife, Ruth, have one adult son. 

We Welcome Today the Lyon College Pipes and Drums under the direction of Pipe Major Jimmy Bell. Lyon College, in 
Batesville, Arkansas, has historic ties to the Presbyterian Church and offers courses of study in Scottish Heritage as well as a 
Music/Scottish Arts minor.  Their pipe and drum band has won numerous awards in competitions across the country.  

Many Thanks Today to Our Kirkin’ Committee for their work in preparation for our Kirkin’ activities:  Chair, Lisa Cookston; 
Staff: Dr. Rusty Douglas, Ray Smithee, and Larry Crawford; PW Representative: Buffee Jarman; Members: Richard Beattie, 
Bill Crump, Ashley Farmer, Todd Fincher, Lorie Guenther, Johnny Jennings, Dink Strain; Ticket Sales: Palmer Brock and 
Wade Litton.

The Flowers in the Sanctuary today are provided for the glory of God by the Kirkin’ Committee and arranged by Karyn Burrus.

The Kirkin’ Street Banners are given by Jane and Bill Crump to the glory of God and in honor of their Scottish ancestors.

The Tartan Banners carried today include the tartans from the following families and institutions: Brock, Campbell, Clark, 
Cornish National Heritage, Douglas, Farmer, Gibbs, Grant, Gregory, Hudson, Johnston, Lee, Lindsey, Lott, MacIntosh, 
McClendon, MacPherson, McEachern, McIntyre, McKee, McKenzie, Nelson, Olmsted, Peacock, Peel, Phillips, Scott, 
Singleton, Thompson, United States Marine Corps, and Wiley. Should you like to purchase a tartan banner for next year, 
please see Dr. Douglas or Randy Clark.

We welcome our friend Alan Galbraith, a real Scot, who will lead us in the Blessing of the Tartans.

Lunch Today is across the street in Shuler Hall. Some tickets are still available for purchase today (see Palmer Brock, John 
Stewart III, or a Kirkin’ Committee member out front; $7 adults/11 and over; $2 for sandwiches for children 10 and under.) 
Thanks to our Kirkin’ Committee and Presbyterian Women for serving the meal, and also to the Presbyterian Women for 
providing the table decorations. We appreciate Will Jefcoat for cooking the pork loin for today’s lunch. After worship, go 
directly across Main Street through the Maxwell Courtyard and line up. Enjoy the Celtic music and join in the Kilt Election 
where one of our members, either Robert Cole or Mark Vemer, will receive a kilt for next year! We will also present the Kirkin’ 
Trophy to yesterday’s winning golf team and will decide who has the Best Scottish Beard!

Left to right: Reese and Allison Pillow and their sons Swayze and Walt 
(standing); Dale Pillow
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KIRKIN’ - “Kirk” is the Scottish word for “church”. Tartans, with their distinctive 
plaids, represent specific Scottish clans, regions, or regiments. The “Kirkin’ O’ The 
Tartans” is the presentation of a Scottish family’s symbol, its tartan, at church for 
a blessing.

After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Scottish forces were defeated by the English in 1746, 
in the Battle of Culloden, the wearing of tartans and the playing of bagpipes were 
forbidden in Scotland for many years.  Wearing or displaying of tartans was pun-
ishable by death.  During those years, some Scots wore concealed pieces of their 
tartan when they attended church.  At a particular point in the worship service, 
they would secretly touch their hidden tartan cloth, and the minister would offer a 
blessing.  The first formal “Kirkin’” in America was conducted at New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C., in 1941.  Their minister at the time was 
Dr. Peter Marshall, born in Scotland, who was also Chaplain of the U.S. Senate.

Beyond the particular heritage of Scotland and its people, First Presbyterian 
Church’s Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiv-
ing, on their own family and ethnic heritage, and to celebrate God’s grace poured 
out for all generations.

THE BEADLE - During the middle ages and through much of the Reformation, 
ownership of Bibles was rare among the common people. The pulpit Bible of each 
kirk was a treasured possession. The value of the sacred text and the danger of 
theft led to the establishment of a special lay office within the kirk known as “The 
Beadle”. The Beadle began each worship service by carrying the Scriptures into the sanctuary. The congregation would stand 
in respect for the Word of God. The Beadle then returned to the entrance and escorted the minister to the pulpit. The Beadle 
would remove the Bible from the kirk for safekeeping following the service.

BAGPIPE - The bagpipe is regarded as the national musical instrument of 
Scotland. 

SWORDS - The Scottish Claymore Swords, carried like crosses, remind us of 
Christ’s cross, and they remind us of the cost that some persons have paid for 
their Christian faith.  The Swords are laid under the Table as a sign of submis-
sion to Christ’s call to love our enemies.  

FLAGS - Seven flags are used in our 
service today: the Christian Flag; 
the American Flag; the flag of Scotland 

emblazoned with the St. Andrew’s Cross (“Andrew” being the patron saint of Scotland); 
the Rampant Lion Flag, symbol of Scottish royalty; a flag bearing the seal of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA); a flag of Nova Scotia (New Scotland); and a flag of 
Northern Ireland.

THE SCOTS CONFESSION - The Scots Confession is the first Reformed 
affirmation of faith in the English language.  It has been called the charter 
of the Church of Scotland and of world Presbyterianism.  The Scottish 
Parliament invited John Knox and five colleagues to prepare a confession 
for the church and the nation.  They did their work in four days (the entire 
creed is 15 pages long), but the content was not hastily conceived.  The Scot-
tish reformers had been preparing themselves and their thoughts for a long 
time.  On August 17, 1560, Knox and his five friends had completed writing 
a confession designed to solidify Scotland politically and ecclesiastically. The 
nation would henceforth fly a Protestant flag emblazoned with the Cross of Saint Andrew.

“If after kirk ye bide a wee,
There’s some wad like to speak to ye.

If after kirk ye rise and flee
We’ll all seem cauld and stiff to ye.

The one that’s in the seat we’ye
Is stranger here than ye, maybe,

All here hae got their fears and cares.
Add ye your soul into our prayers,

Be ye our angel unawares.”

AN INTERPRETATION:
Linger awhile after church, and you shall 
find many who will wish to be friendly.  

But, leave quickly and everyone will seem 
cold and stiff.  Never forget that the person 

in the pew next to you may feel more a 
stranger than you, as everyone has their 
unspoken fears and cares.  Let us pray 

together, as one among us may be 
our angel.

A Gaelic Blessing
May those who love us, love us;
And those that don’t love us,
May God turn their hearts.

And if he doesn’t turn their hearts,
May he turn their ankles,

So we will know them by their limping!

       RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN 388                                                                      O Jesus, I  Have Promised                                                 ANGEL’S STORY

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH BY THE KIRK                                                                               from The Scots Confession, 1560             
            
 We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom 
only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, 
omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By 
whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained 
in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness 
and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Steve Fortenberry

*PRESENTATIONS OF THE TARTANS
 (Come forward during the playing of the pipes and place your tartan on the communion table.)

*KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS LITANY                                                                     Alan Galbraith, Glasgow, Scotland

 Leader:    Eternal God, accept our thanksgiving for our goodly heritage and for those persons who serve now as
                  a great cloud of witnesses.
 Kirk:        Gracious God, we present these tartans today before You, as symbols of our spiritual heritage, and
                   we pray your blessings upon us and upon your servant people in every land.
 Leader:    Grant that those who wear these tartans, and their families, may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
                                with You.
 Kirk:        For those who have gone before us in the faith, and especially for those whose sacrifices helped make
                   our discipleship possible, we are grateful.
 Leader:    O God, who gave us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing your praise, send your   
     Spirit among us...
 Kirk:        That we may celebrate our unity with all the saints; for there is one Lord, one faith, one
                   baptism, one God and Father of us all, who has made known his love in Jesus Christ, Chief
                                 of all chiefs, King of all kings, Lord of all lords, in whose heart we are cherished, and in
                                 whose name we pray. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Offertory                                                                                                                                                       Pipers
          
    *Doxology                                           OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

           
 *Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer                        Deacon Lizzie Powers

*HYMN 280                                                                     Amazing Grace                                                             AMAZING GRACE
                                                                           (Sing when organ music begins.)       
                                                                                     
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                         Dr. Richard Gibbons

*RECESSION TO PIPES                     Scotland the Brave  
    (Tartan bearers may retrieve their tartans after the service.)



Service for the Lord’s Day
Large Print Hymnals and Bibles, and Hearing Devices are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The time to begin preparing for worship is no later than the ringing of the bell.

Please turn off cell phones and other communication devices.

*Those who are able will please stand.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
 
PRELUDE                                                                Fanfare and Processional                                                                   Lynn Trapp

*CALL TO WORSHIP              Psalm 150                             Dr. Rusty Douglas                            
 One: “Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary...
 Kirk: Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his exceeding greatness!
 One: Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!
 Kirk:  Praise him with timbrel and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
 All:  Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!” Let us worship God together!

*PROCESSION TO PIPES AND DRUMS                 Highland Cathedral                                                              Pipes and Drums

*PRESENTATION OF THE SCRIPTURES BY THE BEADLE                                                                                Elder Travis Clark

*HYMN OF PRAISE 220                                 All People That on Earth Do Dwell                                         OLD HUNDREDTH

All people that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell, Come ye before Him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed; Without our aid He did us make;
We are His folk, He doth us feed, and for His sheep He doth us take.

 O enter then His gates with praise, Approach with joy His courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless His name always, For it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good, His mercy is forever sure;
His truth at all times firmly stood, And shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, The God whom earth and heaven adore,
Be glory, as it was of old, Is now, and shall be evermore.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

CONFESSION OF SIN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Save us, O God, from the blindness, which is not even aware that it is sinning; from the pride, which cannot 
admit that it is wrong; from the self-will, which can see nothing but its own way; from the self-righteousness, which 
can see no flaw within itself; from the callousness, which has sinned so often that it has ceased to care; from the defi-
ance, which is not even sorry for its sins; from the evasion, which always puts the blame on someone or something else; 
from the heart so hardened that it cannot repent.
 Give us at all times eyes which are open to our own faults; a conscience which is sensitive and quick to warn; a 
heart which cannot sin in peace, but which is moved to regret and to remorse.
 So grant that being truly penitent we may be truly forgiven, so that we may find that your love is great enough 
to cover all our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord...

 (A prayer by Scottish Presbyterian minister William Barclay)

SILENT CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE, Hymn 234                                          I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes                                                                DUNDEE
(Scottish Psalter, 1615)

I to the hills will lift my eyes; From whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord alone, Who heav’n and earth has made.

Your faithful keeper is the Lord, Your shelter and your shade;
‘Neath sun or moon, by day or night, You shall not be afraid.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS              Dr. Richard Gibbons
(Pre-school children may be taken to the nursery in the Education Building.)

EXPRESSIONS OF FELLOWSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP                                                       Dr. Rusty Douglas  
 Presentation to Dr. Gibbons                                                             Elder Bill Crump

ANTHEM                                                            Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go                                             arr. Howard Helvey
                                                                                                                                                                                    trad. Scottish melody
                      

Forth in thy name, O Lord I go, my daily labor to pursue; thee, only thee, 
resolved to know in all I think of speak or do. The task thy wisdom hath assigned

O let me cheerfully fulfill; in all my works thy presence find, and prove thy good and
perfect will.  Preserve me from my calling’s snare, and hide my simple heart above. 
Above the thorns of choking care, the gilded baits of worldly love. Thee may I set

at my right hand whose eyes my inmost substance see, and labor on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee. Give me to bear thy easy yoke, and ev’ry moment 
watch and pray, and still to things eternal look, and hasten to thy glorious day;

for thee delightfully employ whate’er thy bounteous grace hath giv’n. 
And run my course with even joy, and closely walk, with thee to heav’n.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING                                              Philippians 1:9-21

SERMON                                                                                                                                                     Dr. Richard Gibbons
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Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell, Come ye before Him and rejoice.

Know that the Lord is God indeed; Without our aid He did us make;
We are His folk, He doth us feed, and for His sheep He doth us take.

 O enter then His gates with praise, Approach with joy His courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless His name always, For it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good, His mercy is forever sure;
His truth at all times firmly stood, And shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, The God whom earth and heaven adore,
Be glory, as it was of old, Is now, and shall be evermore.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

CONFESSION OF SIN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Save us, O God, from the blindness, which is not even aware that it is sinning; from the pride, which cannot 
admit that it is wrong; from the self-will, which can see nothing but its own way; from the self-righteousness, which 
can see no flaw within itself; from the callousness, which has sinned so often that it has ceased to care; from the defi-
ance, which is not even sorry for its sins; from the evasion, which always puts the blame on someone or something else; 
from the heart so hardened that it cannot repent.
 Give us at all times eyes which are open to our own faults; a conscience which is sensitive and quick to warn; a 
heart which cannot sin in peace, but which is moved to regret and to remorse.
 So grant that being truly penitent we may be truly forgiven, so that we may find that your love is great enough 
to cover all our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord...

 (A prayer by Scottish Presbyterian minister William Barclay)

SILENT CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE, Hymn 234                                          I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes                                                                DUNDEE
(Scottish Psalter, 1615)

I to the hills will lift my eyes; From whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord alone, Who heav’n and earth has made.

Your faithful keeper is the Lord, Your shelter and your shade;
‘Neath sun or moon, by day or night, You shall not be afraid.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS              Dr. Richard Gibbons
(Pre-school children may be taken to the nursery in the Education Building.)

EXPRESSIONS OF FELLOWSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP                                                       Dr. Rusty Douglas  
 Presentation to Dr. Gibbons                                                             Elder Bill Crump

ANTHEM                                                            Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go                                             arr. Howard Helvey
                                                                                                                                                                                    trad. Scottish melody
                      

Forth in thy name, O Lord I go, my daily labor to pursue; thee, only thee, 
resolved to know in all I think of speak or do. The task thy wisdom hath assigned

O let me cheerfully fulfill; in all my works thy presence find, and prove thy good and
perfect will.  Preserve me from my calling’s snare, and hide my simple heart above. 
Above the thorns of choking care, the gilded baits of worldly love. Thee may I set

at my right hand whose eyes my inmost substance see, and labor on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee. Give me to bear thy easy yoke, and ev’ry moment 
watch and pray, and still to things eternal look, and hasten to thy glorious day;

for thee delightfully employ whate’er thy bounteous grace hath giv’n. 
And run my course with even joy, and closely walk, with thee to heav’n.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING                                              Philippians 1:9-21

SERMON                                                                                                                                                     Dr. Richard Gibbons



KIRKIN’ - “Kirk” is the Scottish word for “church”. Tartans, with their distinctive 
plaids, represent specific Scottish clans, regions, or regiments. The “Kirkin’ O’ The 
Tartans” is the presentation of a Scottish family’s symbol, its tartan, at church for 
a blessing.

After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Scottish forces were defeated by the English in 1746, 
in the Battle of Culloden, the wearing of tartans and the playing of bagpipes were 
forbidden in Scotland for many years.  Wearing or displaying of tartans was pun-
ishable by death.  During those years, some Scots wore concealed pieces of their 
tartan when they attended church.  At a particular point in the worship service, 
they would secretly touch their hidden tartan cloth, and the minister would offer a 
blessing.  The first formal “Kirkin’” in America was conducted at New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C., in 1941.  Their minister at the time was 
Dr. Peter Marshall, born in Scotland, who was also Chaplain of the U.S. Senate.

Beyond the particular heritage of Scotland and its people, First Presbyterian 
Church’s Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiv-
ing, on their own family and ethnic heritage, and to celebrate God’s grace poured 
out for all generations.

THE BEADLE - During the middle ages and through much of the Reformation, 
ownership of Bibles was rare among the common people. The pulpit Bible of each 
kirk was a treasured possession. The value of the sacred text and the danger of 
theft led to the establishment of a special lay office within the kirk known as “The 
Beadle”. The Beadle began each worship service by carrying the Scriptures into the sanctuary. The congregation would stand 
in respect for the Word of God. The Beadle then returned to the entrance and escorted the minister to the pulpit. The Beadle 
would remove the Bible from the kirk for safekeeping following the service.

BAGPIPE - The bagpipe is regarded as the national musical instrument of 
Scotland. 

SWORDS - The Scottish Claymore Swords, carried like crosses, remind us of 
Christ’s cross, and they remind us of the cost that some persons have paid for 
their Christian faith.  The Swords are laid under the Table as a sign of submis-
sion to Christ’s call to love our enemies.  

FLAGS - Seven flags are used in our 
service today: the Christian Flag; 
the American Flag; the flag of Scotland 

emblazoned with the St. Andrew’s Cross (“Andrew” being the patron saint of Scotland); 
the Rampant Lion Flag, symbol of Scottish royalty; a flag bearing the seal of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA); a flag of Nova Scotia (New Scotland); and a flag of 
Northern Ireland.

THE SCOTS CONFESSION - The Scots Confession is the first Reformed 
affirmation of faith in the English language.  It has been called the charter 
of the Church of Scotland and of world Presbyterianism.  The Scottish 
Parliament invited John Knox and five colleagues to prepare a confession 
for the church and the nation.  They did their work in four days (the entire 
creed is 15 pages long), but the content was not hastily conceived.  The Scot-
tish reformers had been preparing themselves and their thoughts for a long 
time.  On August 17, 1560, Knox and his five friends had completed writing 
a confession designed to solidify Scotland politically and ecclesiastically. The 
nation would henceforth fly a Protestant flag emblazoned with the Cross of Saint Andrew.

“If after kirk ye bide a wee,
There’s some wad like to speak to ye.

If after kirk ye rise and flee
We’ll all seem cauld and stiff to ye.

The one that’s in the seat we’ye
Is stranger here than ye, maybe,

All here hae got their fears and cares.
Add ye your soul into our prayers,

Be ye our angel unawares.”

AN INTERPRETATION:
Linger awhile after church, and you shall 
find many who will wish to be friendly.  

But, leave quickly and everyone will seem 
cold and stiff.  Never forget that the person 

in the pew next to you may feel more a 
stranger than you, as everyone has their 
unspoken fears and cares.  Let us pray 

together, as one among us may be 
our angel.

A Gaelic Blessing
May those who love us, love us;
And those that don’t love us,
May God turn their hearts.

And if he doesn’t turn their hearts,
May he turn their ankles,

So we will know them by their limping!

       RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN 388                                                                      O Jesus, I  Have Promised                                                 ANGEL’S STORY

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH BY THE KIRK                                                                               from The Scots Confession, 1560             
            
 We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom 
only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, 
omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By 
whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained 
in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness 
and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Steve Fortenberry

*PRESENTATIONS OF THE TARTANS
 (Come forward during the playing of the pipes and place your tartan on the communion table.)

*KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS LITANY                                                                     Alan Galbraith, Glasgow, Scotland

 Leader:    Eternal God, accept our thanksgiving for our goodly heritage and for those persons who serve now as
                  a great cloud of witnesses.
 Kirk:        Gracious God, we present these tartans today before You, as symbols of our spiritual heritage, and
                   we pray your blessings upon us and upon your servant people in every land.
 Leader:    Grant that those who wear these tartans, and their families, may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
                                with You.
 Kirk:        For those who have gone before us in the faith, and especially for those whose sacrifices helped make
                   our discipleship possible, we are grateful.
 Leader:    O God, who gave us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing your praise, send your   
     Spirit among us...
 Kirk:        That we may celebrate our unity with all the saints; for there is one Lord, one faith, one
                   baptism, one God and Father of us all, who has made known his love in Jesus Christ, Chief
                                 of all chiefs, King of all kings, Lord of all lords, in whose heart we are cherished, and in
                                 whose name we pray. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Offertory                                                                                                                                                       Pipers
          
    *Doxology                                           OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

           
 *Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer                        Deacon Lizzie Powers

*HYMN 280                                                                     Amazing Grace                                                             AMAZING GRACE
                                                                           (Sing when organ music begins.)       
                                                                                     
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                         Dr. Richard Gibbons

*RECESSION TO PIPES                     Scotland the Brave  
    (Tartan bearers may retrieve their tartans after the service.)



      

The Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans
The 20th Celebration of Our 

Scottish Presbyterian Heritage

March 10, 2019
First Presbyterian Church  •  Greenwood, Mississippi

CALENDAR

Sunday, March 10, 2019
   9:30 a.m. Kirkin’ Lecture, Church Parlor 
 10:15 a.m. Lyon College Pipes & Drums / Main Street
 11:00 a.m. Kirkin’ Worship Service / Procession
 12:15 p.m. Kirkin’ Luncheon / Shuler Hall
  Celtic Musicians, Kilt Election
  Best Scottish Beard Contest
   NO PYF Spring Break
  
Monday,  March 11, 2019
   9:35 a.m. Staff Meeting
 12:00 p.m. PW Noon Circle
    5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee
   5:15 p.m. Worship & Music Committee
   5:30 p.m. Youth Committee

Tuesday, March 12, 2019
   9:15 a.m. Kindergarten Chapel
   5:30 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee

Wednesday, March 13, 2019
10:00 a.m.  Liturgy
12:00 p.m. Lenten Luncheon Series
  Each Wednesday at 12:00 p.m., during Lent.
  The host church this year is Greater Harvest  
  Church, 3801 Highway 49S. Bring your own
                 lunch; beverages and desserts will be provided.  
  6:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
  NO Youth Bible Study

Thursday, March 14, 2019
Depart for Mission Trip to Atlanta, Georgia
5:30 p.m. Administrative Committee

Friday, March 15, 2019
   6:45 a.m.  Men’s Breakfast/Bible Study
  

LEADERS IN WORSHIP

Pastor ........................................................ Dr. Rusty Douglas
Guest Preacher .................................... Dr. Richard Gibbons
Liturgists ....................................................Dr. Rusty Douglas
                                                              Rev. Steve Fortenberry
                                                                           Alan Galbraith
Director of Music ...................................... Rev. Ray Smithee
Children’s Sermon ............................... Dr. Richard Gibbons
Ushers: ................................................. (Head) Palmer Brock
                 Allison Calhoun, Allyn Camp, Howard Davis, Jr.
                                                       Tom Gary, Jr., Laura Oakes
Children’s Church ........................... Lindsay and Zach Luke
Nursery ............................................... Infants to 2-year-olds
Hospital Visitation ............... (March) Elder Richard Oakes

   CHURCH DIRECTORY

300 Main Street
P.O. Box 485

Greenwood, Mississippi 38935
Phone (662) 453-4680

Fax (662) 453-4699
www.fpcgreenwood.org

Email Addresses:
Dr. Rusty Douglas, rusdoug@aol.com

Rev. Steve Fortenberry, steve.fortenberry@gmail.com
Rev. Ray Smithee, fpcmusic@bellsouth.net

Kelli Stainback, kellilott@yahoo.com
Nancy Fortenberry, nancy.fortenberry@gmail.com

Annette McDonald, firstpres@bellsouth.net
Larry Crawford, fpcbg@bellsouth.net




