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CHURCH STAFF  
 

YOUTH NEWS 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Jr. High and Sr. High @ 5:30 pm   

 

July 6  The Cole’s, 522 Crockett St. 

July 13  The Camp’s, 2703 W. River Road Ext. 

July 20  No Bible Study - Montreat 

July 27  The Fortenberry’s, 401 Bell Ave. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
Jr. High and Sr. High @ 5 pm  ▪  Dinner @ 6  

 

July 3  No PYF - Independence Day 

July 10  PYF @ Shed 

July 17  No PYF - Montreat 

July 24  No PYF - Montreat 

July 31  PYF - Pool Party  

  (Time and Location - TBA) 

 

   

SUMMER TRIPS 
Sr. High to Montreat, NC — July 16-23 

Youth Conference IV — “A World of Difference” 

 

OUR GRADUATES FOR 2016 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Internationally Acclaimed Concert Organist 

Stephen Tharp 

First Presbyterian Church 

September 22, 2016, 7:30 p.m. 
 



THE LORD’S DAY 
(If you are unable to serve, please find a replacement) 

 
July 3 — 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 10 — 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 17 — 9th Sunday after Pentecost/Communion 

July 24 — 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 31— 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

July Ushers: CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

 

THANK YOU 

Ashley Scott and Kelli Stainback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for SALT Training! 
 

Rev. Steve Fortenberry 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
JUNE 2016 

NEW BABIES 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS, continued 

NEW MEMBERS 



July 2016 
First Presbyterian Church Monthly Planner 



Member 
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The 222  General Assembly of the PCUSAnd

The first General Assembly meeting of the Presbyterian Church in this country took place

in 1789, three weeks after George Washington was inaugurated as our first President.  The GA met

annually up until fairly recently, when we decided to meet every other year.  I think that decision was

made due to the expense of the week long meeting –and the controversy that typically results from

this meeting.

It is helpful to keep in mind, especially when you or I disagree with some position of a

particular General Assembly, that the Assembly does not speak for “all” Presbyterians. It is speaking

for that “particular” Assembly.  This is not the same as the Pope speaking for “all Roman Catholics.”

As a Presbyterian, we are not bound by positions that the Assembly takes on a host of controversial

social, economic, national and international issues.  Presbyterians have always believed that God is

at work in God’s world and we are called to join God in His work –not doing God’s work for Him,

but seeking to discern what He is doing and joining Him in his work of proclaiming the gospel,

exercising compassion, striving for justice, and working for peace.  Presbyterians historically have

wanted to try and make the world a little more like what we believe God wants it to be.  But rarely

can we all agree on exactly what that is!

The 222  General Assembly met in Portland, Oregon the week of June 18-25, 2016, withnd

594 “commissioners”, equal numbers of ministers and elders, elected by the 172 presbyteries in the

denomination.  Few will have ever served as a GA commissioner before.

It is my understanding that a computer randomly places commissioners on one of about 16

committees.  In addition to worship, the GA acted on hundreds of items of business, which it

received from these committees, from overtures made by presbyteries, or from commissioner’s

resolutions.  You can go online to the denomination’s website and other websites to see what took

place –and what various people thought about what took place.  There are those who believe that

these are exciting days for the PCUSA –and there are others who believe the denomination is

seriously ill, terminally so.

My personal struggles with recent decisions of the PCUSA are not new.  No doubt they affect

my “vision” of what happened at this GA.  For the most part, I was not very pleased.  Some who

The Denominational Relations Task Force recommended sending to the congregation in the
newsletter, both Dr. Douglas’ report on the recent General Assembly meeting, and also the
report of the “Presbyteries Outlook” magazine’s summary.  And the congregation is also
encouraged to do their own research and make their judgments about this meeting.
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were actually there will feel differently than I.  I am going by reports from those on the left, the right

and in the middle.

Here goes a brief summary.  You can go online and make your own judgments.

1. Our Jewish friends won’t be particularly happy about this Assembly’s stance on the

Israel/Palestine issues –but what was approved was better than what was on the table

initially.  This report still is quite pro-Palestinian, and asks Congress to review Israel’s use

of US –made military and police equipment, and review tax and trade policies that would

discourage Americans from investing in or doing business with Israeli settlements.  It also

asked the US to drop any threat to veto full United Nations membership for Palestine.  It

does affirm a two –state solution.

2. Recommended returning to using “ministers of  Word and sacrament” instead of “teaching

elders,” when referring to clergy.

3. The PCUSA lost 95,107 members and 187 congregations between 2014 -2015.

4. The Assembly commissioned 8 new mission workers and 1 long term mission volunteer.

5. One of the controversial issues on the table involved the recommendation that this Assembly

apologize to the LGBTQ/Q community for its past treatment, meaning not supporting their

efforts to allow self-affirming, practicing gays and lesbians to be ordained as ministers and

elders.  A “statement of regret” was approved, rather than an outright apology.

6. The Assembly for the first time in its history elected “Co-Moderators”, and these were two

women ministers, one black and one white, Rev. Denise Anderson and Rev. Jan Edmiston.

The “Book of Order” recognizes only a Moderator, but in this day of “permissive polity”, it

doesn’t say the Assembly could not elect “Co-Moderators.”   Rev. Denise Anderson created

a stir on her blog before her election when she wrote about the recent shootings in Orlando,

that many in our denomination “aren’t too idealistically different from” the gunman in

Florida.  Is she saying that if you don’t support the LGBTQ/Q movement, you are cousins

to the Muslim who shot and killed 49 persons?!  Wow.

7. Elected a new Stated Clerk of the GA, a 3  generation black Presbyterian pastor, J. Herbertrd

Nelson, who has in recent years been leading the denomination’s Washington  office of
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public witness.  He said, “I believe we are not dying.  I believe we are reforming….  Led by

God, we are transforming the world, one person at a time.”

8. The Assembly approved a re-write of the “Directory for Worship” in the “Book of Order.”

This will have to be approved by a majority of the presbyteries before taking effect.  This re-

write did something that Presbyterians have never done before.  It “de-coupled” baptism and

the Lord’s Supper.  Being a baptized believer would no longer be a requirement to come to

the Lord’s Table in a PCUSA church.  Such is the commitment to the ideology of

“inclusivity.”  

9. An overture was defeated asking the GA to restore the definition of marriage to “one man,

one woman.”   Two years ago the 221  GA voted to redefine marriage to be between “twost

persons.”  That vote was 372-327.  This GA voted 443-119 against restoring the definition

of Christian marriage to what it has been for some 2,000 years.

10. This Assembly approved the “Belhar Confession” to be added to the “Book of Confessions.”

It comes out of the Reformed Church in South Africa.  Some celebrated this addition.  It had

been defeated years before.

11. Approved a resolution expressing deep sorrow for those who have felt it necessary to leave

the denomination and affirmed those remaining in the PCUSA despite serious disagreement.

12. This last one offended some commissioners.  I was 2400 miles away and it offended me.  A

Muslim leader was invited to pray at a plenary session of the Assembly where the shooting

victims in Charleston and Orlando were remembered.  He led the Assembly in prayer in

Arabic from the Qu’ran, and then proceeded to pray a prayer to Allah in English, seeking the

conversion of all there to Islam. In that prayer he “demoted Jesus” to a status equal to the

other prophets like Abraham and Muhammad.   Later the Stated Clerk received a letter

written by a Korean Presbyterian, signed by 25 commissioners, drawing attention to the

disgraceful judgment of those who had planned and permitted this act of casual blasphemy.

 The Stated Clerk later “apologized.”  For insights into the apology itself, read the personal

blog of Rev. Mateen Elass, posted on June 25, 2016.  He is an Arab, Reformed theologian

and author, previously serving First Presbyterian Church, Edmund, OK.

Dr. Rusty Douglas
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C
ommissioners to the 2016 General Assembly sang “The Canticle of 
Turning” more than once while gathered in Portland to elect new 
leadership and consider business ranging from climate change to 
church confessions. They sang, “Wipe away all tears, for the dawn 

draws near, and the world is about to turn.”
After the assembly took several historic actions — choosing female co-

moderators; adding the Confession of Belhar from South Africa to the Presbyter-
ian Church (U.S.A.) Book of Confessions; and electing the PC(USA)’s first African-
American stated clerk — this felt to many like a time of turning for the church.

Themes of reconciliation and justice — particularly racial justice — were wo-
ven through the week. Plenary sessions began with personal testimonies — for 
example, Therese Taylor-Stinson, moderator of National Capital Presbytery, 
describing her rise in leadership in her church and then hearing someone say: 
“The little colored girl is in charge today.” Participants recited together almost 
as a litany sections from the Belhar confession, affirming the biblical mandate of 
unity won for us in Jesus Christ. 

As the country struggled again in the wake of the violent massacre in Orlan-
do, as floods devastated parts of the country, and as the United Kingdom voted 
to leave the European Union, Presbyterians sang, “This saving word that our 
forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, till the spear and rod can 
be crushed by God, who is turning the world around.” Prayerfully, the actions of 
the 222nd General Assembly are part of that transformation.

Some highlights of the assembly: 
BELHAR. It took the PC(USA) two tries and more than six years to adopt Bel-

har — which was written in the heart of South Africa’s struggle against apartheid. 
It becomes the first PC(USA) confession from the global south. Godfrey Betha, 
vice moderator of the Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa, told the as-
sembly: “Your decision affirms you say to your children, you say to all, ‘When 
you come to us looking for a glimmer of racism, don’t come to our church.’”

NEW AND DIVERSE LEADERSHIP. This assembly marked an historic 
change in leadership. On June 24, the assembly elected J. Herbert Nelson II, a 
third-generation Presbyterian pastor and the director of the denomination’s Office 

BY LESLIE SCANLON, Outlook national reporter

GOD IS TURNING THE WORLD: 
THE 222ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH (U.S.A.) » Portland, Oregon » June 18-25, 2016
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of Public Witness, to a four-year term as stated clerk, replacing Gradye Parsons, 
who is retiring. 

Nelson becomes the PC(USA)’s first African-American stated clerk. The as-
sembly also made history in choosing T. Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston, 
both teaching elders, as its co-moderators. It’s the first time an assembly has 
elected co-moderators (rather than a moderator and vice moderator) and the first 
all-female moderatorial team; Anderson — who is African-American — is, at 37, 
the youngest moderator ever elected. 

2020 VISION TEAM. Responding to an idea from its The Way Forward 
committee, the assembly voted to create a 15-person “2020 Vision Team” to set 
a new vision for the denomination by 2020. The vision team will draft a guiding 
statement to “help us to name and claim our denominational identity as we seek 
to follow the Spirit into the future.” 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION. Responding in part to concerns 
raised by review committees for the Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Office 
of the General Assembly, the assembly voted to create a 12-member adminis-
trative commission with the power to determine the structure and function of 
General Assembly agencies. 

MIDDLE EAST. The assembly adopted an amended version of a report 
called “For Human Values in the Absence of a Just Peace” — which addresses 
Israel’s violations of Palestinians’ human rights. The assembly also reaffirmed the 
PC(USA)’s long-standing call for a two-state solution in Israel-Palestine.

FOSSIL FUELS. Choosing an approach some described as a “middle way,” 
the assembly voted 391-161 to pursue a process of trying to influence energy 
companies through stockholder engagement rather than divesting comprehen-
sively from fossil fuel companies. Some commissioners contended Presbyterians 
have a moral obligation to act swiftly and boldly to reduce their carbon footprint.

APOLOGY. By a vote of 463-51, the assembly stopped short of issuing an 
outright apology to people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual, 
queer or questioning — but voiced the church’s deep “regret that, due to hu-
man failings, any person might find cause to doubt being loved by God” and the 
denomination’s “deep sorrow” over members and congregations who have left 
over disagreements regarding sexual orientation.

HOPE. The new leaders both challenged the PC(USA) to become more di-
verse and engaged with a hurting world, and sounded a theological vision of 
hope. Edmiston called on Presbyterians to “look at what breaks God’s heart in 
your neighborhood,” and then to act. 

“We are not dead. We are alive,” Nelson said of the PC(USA). Led by God, 
“we are transforming the world, one person at a time.” O

Visit pres-outlook.org for more.
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